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June Dale

Conference # 2 Journal

THIS JOURNAL IS DUE THE DAY I MEET YOU FOR YOUR CONFERENCE:


1. Include this handout when you turn in your journal.  (Total 20 pts.)

2. Each entry should be typed – double spaced, dated and labeled with a topic.   
3. State your research paper thesis.
REASONS:    Using your research topic, brainstorm/prewrite on each of the potential reasons listed      

                       below.   (10 pts.)
1. AUDIENCE’S VALUES – Relative to your topic, discuss the good/valuable ideas that your audience will accept.  What ideas will they reject?

        Examples:

· Juvenile offenders who commit violent crimes should be rehabilitated.

· Juvenile offenders who commit violent crimes should be tried as adults.

           or

· The US should drill for oil in national parks to utilize our natural resources.

· The US should not drill for oil in national parks because we need to preserve our environment and these national treasures.

2. PRINCIPLES/TRADITIONS – What universal ideas or traditional cultural norms (law, politics, religion, etc.)  can be exploited in your discussion?

Examples:  


· innocent until proven guilty

· one person, one vote

· seniority and special privileges

3.  EXPERT OPINION – Give the names/credentials of the major professionals relative to your topic.  What concepts do they discuss?
4. COMPARISON – Compare at least one idea/example to the topic of your argument.  

       Example:  

· Prohibition of alcohol led to extensive criminal activity and expensive legal costs.

· Prohibition of marijuana also costs society millions of dollars in legal enforcement.

5.  HYPOTHETICAL ASSUMPTIONS -  If a certain condition exists, can the writer or reader logically assume a specific outcome?

       Example:

· If the Supreme Court outlaws abortion, more women will die as a result of illegal backstreet abortions.

6.  CAUSE AND EFFECT -  According to the experts, what hard evidence exists to make cause/effect connections?

       Example:

· Clinical studies have proven that tobacco use causes cancer.

7. DEFINITION – The definition of a term can be central to an argument.  The definition of when life begins is a major reason in the argument about abortion.

    Example:

· Because the fetus is alive, abortion is murder.
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AUDIENCE PROFILE:  Explore the following ideas relative to your audience.  (10 pts.)

1.  Define your audience in terms of age, social/economic class, gender, education, religion, culture, geographic location, and political affiliation.  

2.  What is the impact of each characteristic listed above on your argument?

3. Is your audience informed, uninformed, or misinformed on your topic?  Explain.

4. Why should your audience be concerned with your topic?  How does your claim benefit the audience?

5. Seeking a common ground – Explain the areas that both your supporters and opponents agree upon.

