English 551








 June Dale

Out of class paper # 1

Argument w/o sources

1000 - 1200 words in length

Due date ____________

Write an argumentative essay about a topic you are interested in. You will not use outside sources for this paper; therefore, you should be well versed in your topic. Use the examples and guidelines for an argumentative essay presented in your class handouts. Follow the recommendations below:

· Try to include all three types of appeals (logical, ethical, and emotional).

· Refer to the Handbook for strategies to compose well developed
                    introductory and concluding paragraphs

· Create an acceptable thesis. (Refer below and to Dale's Packet p. 23 for examples).

· The body should be at least 2, but preferably 3 paragraphs, and contain sufficient evidence.

· Recognize and refute major opposing views.

· Create your working drafts on the computer and allow a "cooling off" period

                     between revisions.

General specifications: This paper should be 600-750 words in length (approx. 2 1/2 - 3 pages). When typing your paper, use correct manuscript form as explained in Handbk. section 43.

On the due date, use a pocket folder and turn in the following:

1. Eval. form p. 30-31 Dale Packet

2. Final draft of your paper ( number the pages)

· Indicate the argumentative pattern used – A,  B,  or  C.

· In the left margin of the final draft, identify the developmental strategy used in the introduction and conclusion.  (Refer to  Dale Pk. p. 27.)  This can be done in pen.

· Underline or highlight the thesis.

· Underline or highlight the topic sentence of each body idea.

· On the title page, identify the best element of your paper.  What are you most proud of? (Can be done in pen.)

· Also on the title page, if you could revise this paper, what parts would you try to strengthen?

3.  Working draft/peer reviews

4.  This assignment sheet

Argumentative thesis statements:

1.  Facts are not arguable.  Facts have only one answer, occur in time and space, and therefore,

       cannot be disputed.  The following statements are inarguable:  Martin Luther King, Jr.’s

       birthday is not celebrated in all 50 states.  The Japanese smoke more cigarettes per capita

       than any other people on earth.

2.  Opinions based on personal taste or preference are not arguable.  Such opinions are based

       on subjective and, ultimately, unverifiable judgments.  The support for your opinion would 

       not go beyond your personal preference and ,therefore, would not constitute a good       

       argument.  The following examples are inarguable:  Pizza is my favorite food.  George

       looks good in blue.

3.  Opinions based on judgments ARE arguable.  An opinion of judgment is one that weighs the pros and cons of an issue and determines relative worth.  The topic might be a book, a song, or a public issue, such as capital punishment.  Such an opinion represents a position or an issue that is measured against standards other than those of personal taste - standards that are rooted in values and beliefs of our culture.  Consequently, such an opinion is arguable. 

 Most judgments fall into five basic types: 

a.  Factual judgments:  These types of assertions can be proven or refuted by checking the

       hard evidence.  However, some factual claims are the results of interpretations of

       evidence and are often affected by the backgrounds and beliefs of the people making the

       interpretations.  In addition, sometimes facts (i.e. scientific facts) may shift or change

       over time;  others may be difficult to verify.

       EXAMPLE:  Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the assassination of  President John F.

                            Kennedy.

b.  Functional judgments:  These types of comments require writers to define terms that

       measure the function or performance of something or someone.  The writer must define

              or clarify  basic criteria in order to support the reasons presented in  the body of the 


argument.

EXAMPLE:  Channel 8 News is better than Channel 3 News.  (The writer needs to 


       explain what constitutes a good news program.)


       c.    Aesthetic judgments:  These claims attempt to evaluate beauty, usually in the creative

      arts.  The writer must establish the standards by which something is being judged.  


Note, however, that everyone may not agree with the writer’s standards.  What separates


aesthetic judgment from personal opinion is some kind of shared technical knowledge


(training in music or the arts) which permits you to judge what is under examination 


based on some accepted criteria.  


EXAMPLE:  Jurassic Park was one of the best movies of 1993.  (Evaluating the story 


                     line, acting, film editing, sets, etc. would need to be examined in this 



        argument.)

d.  Ethical judgments:  These statements are based on standards of conduct or proper behavior for a community, a group of people, or particular professions.  


EXAMPLE:  CEO’s should not be drawing million-dollar salaries while workers are



        being laid off.

e.  Moral judgments:  These claims are reserved for issues of right and wrong, good and bad, regarding the behavior of individuals in society at large.  These judgments are reserved for more serious, more significant issues than ethical ones, and they generally apply to larger groups of people.



EXAMPLE:  Racial discrimination in the sales of homes is still widespread in this city.

Goshgarian, Gary and Kathleen Krueger.  Crossfire.
